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Analysis of the Migrant Workers Crossing the Economy Threshold of Urbanization :
A New Measurement Tool Applying the Estimate of Living Wage
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Abstract: Living wage is the remuneration received for a standard work period by a worker that can afford a basic
standard of decent living for her or his family. Based on the Anker method, this paper calculates living wage for migrant
workers in Chengdu which is set to be the economy threshold of urbanization for the decent living at the work site. The
estimate of low-level economy threshold of urbanization (in rental housing mode) is 2710 RMB per month, and the
estimate of high-level economy threshold of urbanization (in owner-occupied housing mode) is 3407 RMB per month.
According to migrant population dynamic monitoring data (2015), 69% of migrant workers are above the level of low-
level threshold and 48% of migrant workers are above the level of high-level threshold. Taking urbanization intension
into consideration, 50% of migrant workers who both have the urbanization intension and the urbanization economy
ability are above the low-level threshold, and 20% of migrant workers have the urbanization intension, but do not have
the urbanization economy ability. Calculating living wage can unify the approach of urbanization cost accounting
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centered on public cost and urbanization ability centered on group quality. This method has various advantages in practice

and has the nature to be a new measurement tool in urbanization studies.

Key words: new-type urbanization; rural-urban migrants; migrant workers; urbanization; the economy threshold; living

wage; Chengdu City
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economy threshold of urbanization)
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Tab.1 Calculating living wages as economy threshold of urbanization based on Anker Methodology
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