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Children’ s Development in Poor Villages after the 2008 Sichuan
Earthquake: the Impact of Damage and the Effects of Relocation

Wang Sangui  Wang Yu Albert Park

Abstract Natural disasters can have negative impact on victims’ mental state in accordance with the severity of the event.

Though regarded as one of the most common relief measures after disasters it has always been proofed that relocation has
adverse psychiatric effects on victims. By the analysis on the self-weighting sample survey data which is finally made up of
3000 households from 100 poor villages in 10 earthquake stricken counties this paper carefully controls the effects of earth—
quake damages so as to estimate the influence of earthquake and the effects of relocation after the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake
on both physical health and educational attainment of school children. The outcomes show that school damage as one agent
variable of earthquake damages exerts the biggest influence on school children’ s psychology and enrolment after the earth—
quake compared with the effects of home damage and family members’ injury which are the other two agent variables of
earthquake damages. Under the premise that earthquake damages are controlled the school relocation has significant posi—
tive effects on children’ s psychology and academic performance though a negative effect on the enrolment. Contrary to the
outcomes given by most of existing studies which come to a conclusion that relocation has adverse effects on psychological
health this paper provides a very different result that relocation after the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake doesn’ t have adverse
effects on school children’ s post-disaster psychology but a non-significant positive effect. What” s more the school reloca—
tion helps to enhance children’ s enrolment and educational attainment after earthquake.

Keywords The 2008 Sichuan Earthquake; Children; Psychological status; Educational attainment; The impact of dam—

age; Relocation



