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China’s Large-scale Poverty Reduction: Main Driving Forces

and Institutional Foundation

WANG Sangui
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: During the past 40 years of reform and opening up, China has made remarkable achieve-
ments in poverty alleviation. China’s poor population has decreased from 770 million in 1978 to
30. 46 million at the end of 2017. The cumulative poverty reduction involves a total of 740 million
people. The incidence of poverty fell from 97. 5% in 1978 to 3. 1% at the end of 2017. Such a large
—scale poverty reduction achievement in China is the result of the combined effects of both rapid e-
conomic growth and poverty alleviation. Moreover, China’s institutional advantages have laid a solid
foundation for fast and sustained poverty reduction. In the following three years, China still has to
adopt more targeted measures to fight against poverty in extremely poor areas and with poor people
with special difficulties. The objective is to lift all poor people out of poverty by 2020.

Key words: economic growth; poverty alleviation and development; precision poverty alleviation;

institutional foundation
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